The under noted has been suggested by a Resident in another part of the Borough and the take up has been tremendous. Are you and your neighbours interested in starting such a scheme? It seems to be a simple process using ‘WhatsApp’

Suggestion - Local Counter Crime Hotspots
Following a discussion with a local Farmer yesterday I have set up a process whereby my near neighbours can articulate any suspicious concerns they have immediately and share them amongst ourselves and take the necessary action.

For OURFARM and the surrounding area we now have a group of twenty or so Farmers that have joined a group set up using WhatsApp.

Already today, there were concerns regarding the sounding of an alarm and as a result  members of this new group were alerted immediately.
My suggestion to the people of Anywhere is that between you, you could consider adopting or at least trialling the same idea.

The way it could work is that for each small area a Farmer of that area effectively creates a Counter Crime Hotspot. 
These WhatsApp Groups should be used ONLY for alerting neighbours to anything that looks or is suspicious or for incidents that are actually taking place. They should not be used for chit chat or banter as this will eventually cause people to not take any alert seriously and ultimately to leave the groups completely. Of course the administrator of each group could always remove anyone who has been warned about misuse of the group but continues in the same way.

If we cover the area where we live with such a network of Counter Crime Hotspots I am sure we can all help to identify criminals, alert others and the Police and to proactively help reduce and prevent rural crimes planned or to interrupt any taking place.

If you don’t want to take part you don’t have to. If you do then consider being the person in your own hotspot that takes the initiative to set it up and make it happen.

Safe and secure wishes to you all.
pjs/02/09/2017
